Anterior uveitis in a child with Takayasu's arteritis.
Takayasu's arteritis is a rare idiopathic arteriopathy that produces narrowing and eventually closure of affected blood vessels. Ocular symptoms typically occur late in the disease process in those individuals who have severe involvement of the aortic arch and the carotid arteries. Visual loss typically occurs as a result of either systemic hypertension or concomitant ocular hypo-perfusion. We describe an unusual case of Takayasu's arteritis presenting in a child who complained of painful blurred vision. In this individual, no carotid artery disease was identified on vascular imaging and no evidence of impairment of ocular perfusion was demonstrable. Vision loss in this instance was due to anterior uveitis and cystoid maculopathy. These are atypical and rarely described features of Takayasu's arteritis. The patient responded well to anti-inflammatory treatment and his symptoms resolved. The clinical significance of these findings are discussed and the relevant literature reviewed.